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Landscape Architect 

Job Description:  

Landscape Architects design and plan outdoor areas 
for use and beauty.  

Gross Monthly Income: 

$5,400 
Wages: 

Average median yearly pay is about $65,000 a year in Utah.  Advancement: In states where a license 

is required, new hires may be called 

"apprentices" or "interns" until they are li-

censed. A licensed landscape architect 

must supervise all of their work. Apprentic-

es assist other landscape architects with 

projects by doing research or preparing 

working drawings. After they gain experi-

ence and become licensed, landscape ar-

chitects can take a design through all of its 

stages. 

Schedule: Business hours during off sea-

son, overtime and evenings and weekend 
during warm season 

Education & Experience: 

 Complete High School 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Landscape 
Architecture (4 years) 

 Complete internship 

 

High 
School Courses:  

 Art 

 Horticulture 

 Accounting 

 Business 

 

Work Conditions: 

 Are substantially responsible for the results of work done by others. Clients also expect 
project outcomes to be to their satisfaction. 

 Work both indoors and outdoors. 

 Often work as a group or as part of a team. 

 Work in a highly competitive environment. Their work is always on display to the pub-
lic, and can affect the company’s reputation. 

 Abide by strict daily deadlines. 

Travel: Light travel to work sites. 

Hours a Week: 

50 

Leisure Time: 

Low 

Knowledge: 

Job Outlook:  

 

 

 

 

 Design 

 Building & Construction 

 Geography 

 Engineering & Technology 

 Customer & Personal Service 

 

 Public Safety & Security 

 Computers & Electronics 

 Sales & Marketing 

 Law, Government, & Jurisprudence 
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Landscape Architect 

Overview 

When you think of city parks, Central Park in New York City may come to mind. At over 800 acres, it 

is quite large and also quite beautiful. However, Central Park is not America's largest wilderness park. 

Forest Park in Portland, Oregon holds the honor. Its 5,000 acres include 74 miles of trails for hiking, 

biking, and horseback riding. It also is home to 100 bird species, plus many other animals to see and 

enjoy. A park of this size has a lot to offer, from summer concerts to picnics to jogging. The people to 

thank for parks like Forest Park and Central Park are landscape architects. 

Landscape architects design outdoor areas. They decide what kind of plants, walkways, and other items to include. They 

decide exactly where each item should be planted or built. Their overall goal is to make sure public and private spaces are 

both beautiful and functional. 

Landscape architects usually begin their projects by meeting with clients. They discuss how the land will be used and how 

clients would like it to appear. They also consider the client's budget. Next, landscape architects observe the physical 

makeup of the site. For example, they analyze soil, water flow, slope of the land, and sunlight at different times of day. They 

also observe roads and surrounding buildings. For large projects, they may use a computer mapping program to show the 

layout of the land. This type of program is called a Geographic Information System (GIS). 

While preparing a design, landscape architects consider other factors. They consider local and federal rules that protect the 

land. They make design decisions to conserve water and energy. They may consult with environmental scientists about ways 

to restore natural resources. To decide what plants to use, they check the annual rainfall and seasonal temperatures. In ad-

dition, they may talk to engineers or architects about how to arrange roads or buildings. 

Most landscape architects create their designs using Computer Aided Design (CAD). This is a program that prints a detailed 

design from a computer drawing. Landscape architects meet often with clients to present drafts of the plan and receive feed-

back. They revise the design considering all the factors mentioned above. When the client is satisfied, the landscape archi-

tect prepares a final proposal. The proposal includes detailed plans of the site, written reports, models or photographs, and 

a cost estimate. Landscape architects submit this proposal to the client and government agencies. 

When the plan is approved, landscape architects make working drawings that outline exactly how it will be built. In addition, 

they draw up a list of materials needed for the job. More and more, these designers use materials that have less impact on 

the natural environment. They may also supervise the planting and construction of the site. 

Some landscape architects work on many kinds of projects. Some specialize in designing landscapes for private homes, wa-

terfront projects, parks and playgrounds, or shopping centers. They create designs that capture rainwater or grey water to 

use on plantings. Most do some work on private homes, but few work only with homeowners because these jobs are very 

small. Some landscape architects work for government agencies where they prepare site plans for public buildings, parks, or 

forests 

Pathway: 

Agriculture 


